
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

June 1, 2016 

6:30 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Allen led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed 
by roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Norma Trueblood     
Kenneth Cartier 
Jack Tompkins  
Letha Jackson   
Jason Allen 

     
Also present: Mayor David Patriarca Business Administrator Dennis Gonzalez, Solicitor 
Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Allen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  126-2016  Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session  
   Potential Litigation - Danitom Development 
   Affordable Housing Litigation  
  
 Motion by Cartier and Trueblood to adopt Resolution 126-2016. Cartier, yes; 
 Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried. 
 
Council President Allen advised that there would be no formal action pursuant to closed 
session.   
 

OTHER RESOLUTIONS 
  127-2016 Recognition of Dedication of Public Service by Dean Nicholas. 
 
  Motion by Cartier and Jackson to approve Resolution 127-2016. Cartier, yes; 
  Jackson, yes; Tompkins, yes; Trueblood, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
  128-2016 Recognition of Dedication of Public Service by David Geibel, Jr.  
 
  Motion by Trueblood and Tompkins to approve Resolution 128-2016.  
  Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. Motion 
  carried.  
 
Council President Allen thanked both employees for their leadership, time and 
commitment to the Township. Neither employee were able to attend the meeting.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Council President Allen opened the meeting up to general public comments.  
 

America Phillips, Presidential Lakes - 1. Asked what is going on with the Presidential 
Lakes Firehouse. Mayor Patriarca advised that they are going out to bid for the asbestos 
removal to move forward with the redevelopment of the site with a new building. Advised 
that they have a developer through State contract that they are waiting to get numbers back 
from. Noted they have had some preliminary meetings and have been given some ideas as 
to the range of the cost but will come back to Council once final plans are given within the 
next week or two. Councilman Tompkins asked if it would be a new building. Mayor 
Patriarca advised that there are certain portions of the existing building that are not worth 
rehabbing and other portions that are. Councilman Tompkins noted the issues with having 
a flat roof and asked if an A frame roof could be placed on the building. Mayor Patriarca 

noted that the projected plan includes eliminating the flat roof. 2. Ms. Phillips asked if it 
were possible to have water out at the park and if they could have cooking facilities at the 
park to use for recreation such as family cook outs. Mayor Patriarca noted that generally 



they do not have cooking options at the parks other than Imagination Kingdom having 
water and Nesbit Center during sporting events. Commented that he does not anticipate 
water out there any time in the near future or grills at least not for this season but can maybe 

discuss with the Recreation Director for the future. 3. Ms. Phillips noted she has been 
driving around the Town and the entrances look nice but they forgot to cut the grass in front 

of Presidential Laes. Noted she puts flowers out but cannot cut the grass. 4. Stated she 
notices that there are a lot of empty homes and wants to know what is going on with that. 
Council President Allen asked that beside the registration fees if she had any suggestions. 
Ms. Phillips stated she is a taxpayer and knows what will happen if she does not pay her 
taxes. Stated that something needs to be done. Advised that she has cleaned the empty 
properties next to her. A discussion ensued on the issues with vacant homes. Council 
President Allen noted that we had just applied for a grant to demolish some of the 
deplorable vacant homes. Councilman Tompkins advised on a home he encountered that 

looked nice on the outside but was filled with mold and needed to be destroyed. 5. Ms. 
Phillips advised that there are 6 deer living on one of the vacant properties. Ms. Cosnoski 
noted that she lives in the same development as Ms. Phillips and they are surrounded by 

state forest which is why the deer are there. 6. Ms. Phillips commented that she hopes the 
drainage will be done before winter arrives. Council President Allen stated that he thinks 
they will continue to explore ideas to fix the vacant homes issue but noted that it is a 
problem throughout many towns.  

 
Anne Quinn, Country Lakes - 1. Asked about demolishing buildings that are bank owned 
and how we are getting the money back. Councilman Cartier advised that they did not 
approve funds but rather an application for a loan and Council holds the right to accept or 
reject the funds. Ms. Quinn asked if we go ahead with this how do we get the money back 
and will we go after the property owner. Mayor Patriarca stated that he did not believe that 
any of the properties that they are looking to demolish are bank owned but noted that 
regardless of who owns the property, any work that we do will cause a lien to be attached to 
the property and we will then have access to getting our funds back. Commented that all of 
the lots except for one have city sewer and water which make them valuable lots and will 
allow them to be foreclosed on and resold to allow another house to be pout there which 
will pay taxes. Noted that we all agree that there is a problem and we need to agree on a 
solution. Ms. Quinn asked about the upkeep of properties that are owned by the banks and 
mentioned one on the corner of Red Feather and Manahawkin. Mayor Patriarca stated that 
the bank only owns the property if they foreclose and that is where the problem is. Noted 
that the banks are not foreclosing they hold the mortgage and we hold them as the 
responsible party but the owner of the property is the one that fled the property. Stated we 
have mechanisms in place to put liens against these properties if they are not being 
maintained by the owner and we are maintaining it instead. Noted that the banks are 
bringing management companies in and paying the registration fees, taxes, utilities and 
sewer and water so the Township can not impose liens against them. Discussion continued 
on foreclosures and the issues with the vacant homes. Mayor Patriarca noted they are 
constantly putting mechanisms in place. Council President Allen noted that some of these 

foreclosures could be attributed to living so close to the military base. 2. Ms. Quinn 
questioned resolution 134-2016 and asked if the Engineering Services cost would be coming 
out of the grant. Mr. Gonzalez noted that it would be coming out of the grant/loan.  

 
Loretta Bader, Browns Mills - 1. Asked where you go for Code Enforcement for the 
Township and how do you know what the laws are. Mr. Gonzalez noted that the first place 
to start would be the property maintenance ordinance in the Township code as well as other 
ordinances that are enforced by Code Enforcement. Ms. Bader noted that there are people 
getting notices to appear in court or to pay fines. Mr. Gonzalez advised that they do not get 
a summons without receiving a notice first with a specific timeframe to abate the problem 
and if they fail to abate the problem within that timeframe then a summons is issued. Ms. 
Bader commented on someone receiving a summons and briefly explained the violation. 
Mr. Bayer explained the process of getting information on the violation. A discussion 

ensued on process of Code Enforcement violations. 2. Ms. Bader asked if Council does 
anything as the Council to promote the Township. Mr. Bayer explained that the Council 
cannot go out as a group. Ms. Bader commented on people going to the Air Show but not 
stopping in the town for anything. Commented that many people in the town don't know 
about the Council meetings. Council President Allen stated that was not true and is her 
opinion and asked how people would know to pay their taxes if they don't know the 
government exists. Councilman Tompkins commented on coming to the building after 
hours to get a package and a building service worker not knowing who he was. Stated he 
has seen in other municipalities pictures of the Townships elected officials hanging up and 
there is nothing here identifying any of them. A discussion ensued on the Council 

promoting the Township. 3. Ms. Bader questioned what the new Pinelands Success Center 



is. Councilwoman Trueblood explained what it was and some of the services they offer.   

 

Terry Maldonado, Browns Mills - 1. Asked if there was a way to have police enforcement 
of the ball park as she has had to clean dog feces off the field. Councilman Tompkins asked 
if signs could be put up to say no dogs in the parks. Mayor Patriarca advised that we could 
if Council passed an ordinance to prevent dogs from going into our parks. Stated that they 
tried that before and it did not get passed by Council. It was noted that dogs were allowed 
in the parks as long as they are leashed. Mayor Patriarca noted it is not within his authority 
to direct them on how to enforce the ordinances. Councilwoman Jackson asked if there 
were signs at the ballpark. Mayor Patriarca stated there may be one about leashes but noted 
that a sign will not remedy the problem. Council President Allen asked if there is anyway 
we can look at putting in a dog park. Mayor Patriarca noted it is has been discussed.  

 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard Council President Allen closed this portion of 
the meeting to the public.  

 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine 

by the Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council 

Member wish to discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be 

removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the 

regular agenda. 
 
Councilwoman Trueblood asked to pull Resolutions 132-2016 and 134-2016. 
Councilman Tompkins asked to pull Resolutions 130-2016, 131-2016, 133-2016 and 
the purchase over $2,000 for GPS for 79 vehicles.  
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 
*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  129-2016 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $542.00. 
 
  130-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  

 
  131-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
  132-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
  133-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
  134-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
  135-2016 Authorizes a Mortgage Subordination Agreement with Letitia L. Chudoba 

regarding the mortgage held in favor of the Township on the property located 
at Block 273 Lot 65.  

 
*MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting, May 18, 2016. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

*a.  Purchases over $2,000 
 

1. Public Works – Purchase of repair services for bent lift arms and line bore both sides for 
Case Loader #31 from Giles & Ransome in the total amount of $8,032.00. 
 
2. Police Department – Purchase of 8 Ballistic Vests w/carrier from Municipal Emergency 
Services in the total amount of $8,486.56. 
 
3.  Various Departments - Purchase of Trackstar Annual Vehicle License Renewal (GPS for 
79 vehicles) from Wireless Communication & Electronics in the total amount of $7,110.00. 
Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
 Motion by Cartier and Trueblood to approve the Consent Agenda as 
 amended. Cartier, yes; Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, 
 yes. Motion carried.  
 

RESOLUTIONS 
130-2016 Authorizes the award of a contract to Building Inspection Underwriters, 
   Inc. for the provision of Third Party Fire Sub-Code Inspection Services.  
   Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilman Tompkins questioned the 3rd Whereas and the percentage instead of the 
dollar amount. Council President Allen advised that the State sets the fees but he did 



not know exactly what the fees were. Mr. Gonzalez explained the sub-code contracts 
and how they work.  
 
  Motion by Tompkins and Trueblood to approve resolution 130-2016.   
  Tompkins, yes; Trueblood, yes; Cartier, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion  
  carried.  
 
 131-2016 Authorizes the award of a contract to EIC Inspection Agency Corp., for 
   the provision of Third Party Elevator Sub-Code Inspection Services.  
   Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
 Councilman Tompkins noted that he had the same question for this resolution  
 and if this is just for the Township owned buildings. Mayor Patriarca noted it   
 is all buildings. Mr. Gonzalez noted that this was required by State law.  
 
  Motion by Tompkins and Jackson to approve resolution 131-2016. Tompkins,  
  yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes; Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
 132-2016 Requests permission from DLGS for insertion of a special item of  
   revenue into the 2016 Budget in the amount of $85,524.86 from the  
   NJDEP Clean Communities Program. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
  Motion by Cartier and Trueblood to approve resolution 132-2016. Cartier, yes; 
  Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, abstain. Motion carried.  
 
 133-2016 Requests Permission from the New Jersey Department of Labor,   
   Division of Workplace standards, for the conduct of Public Fireworks  
   Display at the 2016 Pemberton Water Carnival. Pulled from the Consent  

   Agenda. 

 
Councilman Tompkins noted that the year needed to be changed in the first 
Whereas. Questioned the Mayor being able to sign any and all documents. Mayor 
Patriarca stated that this is only for the agency stated in the resolution and not just 
anything. Mr. Gonzalez noted that this could never be the case and the Mayor 
cannot go in and sign any contract that the Council has not authorized for an amount 
other than that which has been authorized.  
 
  Motion by Tompkins and Jackson to approve Resolution 133-2016. 
Tompkins,   yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes, Cartier, yes; Allen, yes. 
Motion carried.  
 
 134-2016 Authorizes a contract with Adams, Rehmann & Heggan for Project  
   Design Services related to the West End Park Improvement Project in  
   an amount not to exceed $142,000.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
  Motion by Cartier and Tompkins to approve Resolution 134-2016. Cartier,  
  yes; Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes; Allen, abstain. Motion  
  carried.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
*a.  Purchases over $2,000 

 
 3.   Various Departments - Purchase of Trackstar Annual Vehicle License     
  Renewal (GPS for 79 vehicles) from Wireless Communication & Electronics  
  in the total amount of $7,110.00. 
 

Councilman Tompkins questioned which vehicles these are in. Mayor Patriarca advised that 
the GPS systems are in all of our vehicles with the exception of the larger heavy equipment 
vehicles.  
 
 Motion by Tompkins and Cartier to approve the Purchase over $2,000 for Trackstar 
 Annual Vehicle License Renewal. Tompkins yes; Cartier, yes; Trueblood, yes; 
 Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried. 

 
b. Discussion and possible appointment by resolution of a member to the Municipal 
 Utilities Authority to fill an unexpired term.  

 



Council President Allen advised that unfortunately Mr. D'Imperio had passed away 
and this position had opened up. Advised that only one letter of interest was received 
from Ms. Tonya Costley-Stilts. Councilman Tompkins advised that Sherry Scull had 
expressed interest to him the night before this meeting. Councilman Cartier asked if 
she had filed a letter of interest. Councilman Tompkins asked the Clerk if a letter had 
been received. Ms. Cosnoski advised anything she received she forwarded to Council 
and that a note had been placed on the Township website, however the only letter 
she received was from Ms. Costley-Stilts. Councilman Cartier noted that traditionally 
the Alternate would be moved up to the fill position. A discussion ensued on the 
appointment.  

 
 Motion by Jackson and Cartier to adopt Resolution 136-2016 to the agenda 
 appointing Tonya Costley-Stilts to the unexpired term. Jackson, yes; Cartier, 
 yes; Trueblood, yes; Tompkins, no; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FILED WITH THE CLERK 
 
 Engineer's Report – June 1, 2016. 
 
Council President Allen asked if Council had any discussion for the report. Hearing 
none Council moved onto the next item of business.  
 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 5/26/2015. 
 
Councilman Tompkins questioned page 5 of the Bill List for Fire Department and 
Emergency Services Marketing and what the marketing was if they were running ads. Chief 
Augustoni advised that it is the paging system for the telephones and is the renewal. 
Councilman Tompkins questioned the next line for Fire Advertising and custom EMS 
budget pack and what this was for. Chief Augustoni advised that this was for the advertising 
for National EMS Week. Councilman Tompkins questioned the PPE Repairs. Chief 
Augustoni advised that they do monthly inspections of their personal protective equipment 
and when deficiencies are found they correct them. Councilman Tompkins questioned page 
13 and the electric bill for Trenton Road for $143.11 and asked if this was for a building or 
street lights. Mayor Patriarca advised it is either the well on Trenton Road or certain street 
lighting we pay for. Councilman Tompkins stated that his issue is that there are lights that 
have been out for 3 weeks and it is an ongoing issue that we continue to pay for. Mayor 
Patriarca noted that not all of the theme lighting is owned by the Township but by the store 
owners and they are responsible for them. Added that all the lights are individually metered 
whether a section we own or the stores own. Advised that we also pay for all of the street 
lighting overhead on the poles. Councilman Tompkins asked how to get it rectified. Mayor 
Patriarca advised that they do advise Public Works and if it is a store owners they let them 
know also. Advised he would ask the Police Chief to ask his officers to report to us when 
lights are out.  
 
  Motion by Tompkins and Trueblood to approve the Bill List. Tompkins, yes;   
  Trueblood, yes; Cartier, yes except for all fire department bills; Jackson, yes; Allen,  
  yes. Motion carried.  
 
Council President Allen advised Council would be taking a brief 5-minute recess at 8:19 
p.m.  
 
Council President Allen called the meeting back to order at approximately 8:25 p.m. 

 SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported:  No report.  

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 
Mayor Patriarca reported: Stated that he is not disappointed in our lack of a Memorial Day 
event because he knows the stress that went on that day with the individuals that made the 
decision to not move forward with the event, but is saddened after all of the hard work that 
people put into the event for it not to go on. Stated that they predicted 100% chance of rain 
with thunderstorms and 2-4 inches of rain, but there was nothing. Commented that he feels 
bad for everyone who was involved. Advised that the new sidewalk was in at the memorial 
and Public Works stepped up and did it right away. Commented that he had attended the 



Memorial Service that the High School had held and he would have to say it was one of the 
best ones he has attended and everyone did a great job. Added that it was great to see the 
students come out and take pride in this. Advised on the Road Program and that they 
should be finishing up on Hunter Boulevard and the crew is over milling Ridgeview. Noted 
that there is also work going on over in Bayberry Park with the asphalt being milled as well. 
Commented that the demolition of the buildings purchased on Juliustown Road is just 
about done. Councilman Tompkins asked if Rhode Island and Washington Boulevard could 
be looked into. Mayor Patriarca stated he believes that is already on the list for 
improvements. 
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilwoman Trueblood - Thanked everyone for being here. Advised that she attended a 
ceremony at PTHS as well and that her granddaughter is a senior there as well as a member 
of the ROTC. Stated she was so impressed to see all of the parents and families out there 
supporting them. Noted that the pride that these kids take in their uniforms and the trophies 
that were displayed for coming in 3rd in the National competition, left her overwhelmed not 
only for her granddaughter but for all of the cadets coming together. Discussed the pride 
that is shown by the kids that are moving on to the military. Gave kudos to the Sergeant and 
the Major and stated that these need to be more looked upon services in the High Schools. 
Thanked all for being here and to have a good evening.  
 

Councilman Tompkins - Stated he agreed 100% with both Councilwoman Trueblood and 
with the Mayor about the parade being cancelled. Stated unfortunately you cannot predict 
Mother Nature. Noted that Dr. Cathers had committed countless hours coordinating this 
event and did a phenomenal job. Stated that people say things about Pemberton and the 
schools but he sees the talent in the schools and feels it is better than it was before. Noted 
that everyone pulled together and it was a good team effort and it was shame it just didn't 
happen. Commented on a friend asking for campaign signs from him to put in his front yard 
and his friend getting a fine for the signs being in his front yard and he takes offense to that. 
Mayor Patriarca stated that he went to Code Enforcement himself and let them know they 
had to enforce the ordinance equally and specifically made them aware of his complaint 
about the signs. A discussion ensued on the enforcement of codes and each ones 
responsibility.  
 

Councilwoman Jackson - Asked if the Memorial Day parade could be held at a different 
time. It was noted it could not until next year. Asked that our graduates be kept in prayer as 
graduation is June 13th. Thanked all for coming out and to drive home safely.  
 

Councilman Cartier - No comments. 
 

Council President Allen - Thanked everyone for coming out.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


